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22 September 2015

The Editor

NT News

GPO Box 1300

Darwin NT 0801

Dear Sir

Ben Smee rightly laments “wedge politics”, the last resort of scoundrels clinging to power in the Northern Territory using the age-old tactic of “divide and rule”, and leaving the peasants to fight amongst themselves while the little Neros fiddle in their palace and Darwin burns. In particular, we are told that the NT Government plans to “unlock the economic potential” of 301ha of Aboriginal land slap-bang under the International Airport and RAAF base flightpath that the leaseholders themselves described as “a living hell” back in 1996 when jet noise was much less than today. And for a medical centre, no less! 

To the perpetual frustration of Ludmilla residents, all pretense of town planning seems to have been thrown out the window lately, while the promised conversion of Aboriginal land to freehold could start a stampede by other Aboriginal groups wanting the same privilege. Dave Tollner suggests the same in saying he hopes “other communities would follow the lead set by the Gwalwa Daraniki Association”. However, in how many other communities is land held by an incorporated association with a constitution more suited to a darts club? And how many other communities see their land only in dollar terms? Most disappointing is the media describing this farce as a dispute between Larrakia people when blame properly lies with a dysfunctional, divisive and irresponsible government.

Yours sincerely

Dr Bill Day

Anthropologist
